
 

 
 

Upcoming Mass Details: 
Monday, November 8, 2021 

Mass – 6:00pm, Confession – 5:30pm 
Vintage Villas, Travis Room:  4209 Eck Lane, Austin, TX 78734 

 
Contact information:  

Fr. Stephen McKenna:  email: fr.stephenmckenna@protonmail.com cell: 978-764-6599 
Coordinator:  email: coordinator@olosorrows.org  cell: 512-827-8776 

website: www.olosorrows.org twitter: @OLOSTexas 
 

Note From Father 
Dear Faithful,  
 
We had a great All Saints Day celebration here at St. Gertrude the Great…actually the party was too big for one 
day, so we did it in two!  Sunday, the Feast of Christ the King provided us with a great procession of little saints 
into the church.  They then, after Mass, made their way to Helfta Hall and made presentations where they 
explained the life of their chosen Heavenly Heroes.  It was fantastic, as always.  Then, on Monday, the actual 
Feast of All Saints, everyone returned back to church again for a full ecclesiastical activity, including a Solemn 
High Mass, Rosary in front of the Blessed Sacrament exposed, Benediction, and the Double Vespers of All Souls 
and Vespers of the Dead. 
 
Tuesday was All Souls and we all offered three Masses each (one of two days a year, the other being Christmas, 
where three Masses can be said).  People came throughout the day to attend Mass, pray for the for the souls, 
and gain multiple indulgences for the Poor Souls with the Toties Quoties.  
 
There is a young couple from North Dakota who came down to Cincinnati to be married tomorrow.  Always so 
good to see young people entering into a Sacramental union to build and promote the key to a society with 
Christ the King as it’s head…The Catholic Family.  On Sunday, I take off for the road, again, flying down to Texas 
for our southern missions before heading up to Milwaukee next weekend for Forty Hours Devotion. 
 
In Christ,  
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                   
Fr. McKenna 
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Gratitude of Suffering Souls 
 

     …As gratitude demands that benefits be returned with benefits – will they (the Poor Souls) permit 
that our prayers which obtained for them so great a boon shall surpass theirs in fervor?  As we came to 
their aid so charitably when they were unable to do anything for their own relief, will they desert us of 

whose needs they are so well aware?  As wayfarers on earth they observed the law of Christ – they 
loved even their enemies, doing good to them that hated them; and now that they are in heaven, will 

they not love their most active friends, to whose charity they owe the hastening of their bliss, and 
prove this love by constant intercession for them?  St. Alphonsus Liguori says, “Whosoever comes to 
the aid of these distressed souls, so dear to our Lord, may confidently hope to be saved; for if such a 
soul is released through his prayer and good works, it prays incessantly for his salvation, and God will 
not refuse to hear His spouse.”  Bishop Colmar of Mayence, a great friend of the Holy Souls, remarks: 
“If I could know for certain that I had the happiness of releasing one of those souls, all my dread and 

fear of eternity would vanish; I should regard my salvation as assured.  For such a soul could not 
witness me going to perdition without imploring mercy for me so fervently that the Lord would grant 

me His mercy.” 
 

“God will not allow you to be lost 
if you persist in your determination 

not to lose Him.”  -Padre Pio 
 

An Important Reminder 
 

     “My dear brothers and sisters, not only is prayer very powerful; even more, it’s of the utmost necessity 
for overcoming the enemies of our salvation.  Look at all the saints: They weren’t content with watching 
and fighting to overcome the enemies of their salvation and with keeping well away from all that could 
offer them temptation.  They passed their whole lives in prayer, not only the day, but very often the 
whole night as well.  Yes, my dear children, we watch over ourselves and all the motions of our hearts in 
vain, and in vain we avoid temptation, if we don’t pray.  If we don’t continually resort to prayer, all our 
other ways will be of no use at all to us, and we’ll be overcome.  We won’t find any sinner converted 
without turning to prayer.  We won’t find one persevering without depending heavily on prayer.  Nor 
will we ever find a Christian who ends up damned whose downfall didn’t begin with a lack of prayer.”  
 -St. John Vianney 
 
     “No human motive should lead us to pray: neither routine, nor the habit of doing as others do, nor a 
thirst for spiritual consolations.  No, we should go to prayer to render homage to God.  It is not, however, 
a common-place visit of propriety, nor a conversation without any precise object; we want to obtain 
from Him some definite spiritual good, such or such progress in the uprooting of some vice, in the 
acquisition of some virtue.  We have, therefore, a purpose upon which we are bent, and all our 
considerations, affections, petitions, and resolutions should combine for its attainment.  God is there, 
surrounding us and penetrating us; but we were not, perhaps, thinking of this.  We must, therefore, 
withdraw our powers from the things of the earth, gather them together, and fix them upon God; thus 
it is we place ourselves in His presence.  Naturally, we approach Him by saluting Him with a profound 
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and humble act of adoration.  In presence of so much greatness and holiness, the soul perceives herself 
to be little and miserable; she humbles herself, purifies herself by an act of sorrow; apologizes for daring 
to approach a being of so lofty a majesty.  Powerless to pray as she should, she represents her incapacity 
to God, and begs the Holy Ghost to help her to pray well.”  
 -Rev. Dom Vitalis Lehodey 

 

An Act of Love 
(For after Communion or Anytime) 

   
I love Thee, O adorable Savior, and because I love Thee I am resolved to keep Thy holy law in the 

midst of my heart; because I love Thee I am inconsolable at the sight of so many offenses committed 
against Thee, and burn with a desire of atoning for them in future. Come, adversity, dangers, 

troubles—come, hunger, persecutions, and the sword—I defy and despise you all. Which of you shall 
be able to separate me from the love of God, which is in Christ Jesus? Be Thou alone, dear Jesus, my 
defense and my only fear. I dread not a life of tribulations, provided my tribulations be endured for 
Thee; I fear not even death itself, provided I die in Thee and for Thee. To live or to die is my gain, if, 

living and dying, I give glory to Thee, and persevere in Thy holy grace. 
O Eucharistic Heart of Jesus, King in heaven, King also in the Eucharist, we adore Thee and we beg of 
Thee, through the intercession of the Immaculate Heart of Mary, fidelity to grace in order to reap all 

the fruits produced in the souls of men by the gifts of the Holy Ghost. Amen.  
 

The Heart of the Mother of Men 
The work of mother-love is the giving of life to children. Mary is the Mother of the life of grace in us, 
the supernatural life. Every communication of this God-life of grace comes to the children “born of God” 
through the mothering love of Mary. 
 
For many reasons we must recognize the reality of her Spiritual Motherhood of men. 
She has opened the way for the coming of the Source and Author of life into the world. By her loving 
“fiat,” the Gate of Heaven opened wide and let the Word take flesh of her. Her love of men prompted 
her consent to this work which brought God’s life to us. 
 
Mary, the New Eve, cooperated perfectly with Christ, the New Adam, in winning the saving life of grace 
for us, and hence she is truly our Mother. 
 
Mary is Mother of the Head of the Mystical Body of Christ. But no mother gives life to the head of her 
child only, but the whole body. Mary is therefore Mother of all the members of the Body of Christ. 
Mary gives the life of grace to us by bringing us to the Sacraments and bringing the Sacraments to us. 
Every grace or increase of grace comes to us through Mary. She has kneaded for us and feeds to us the 
Bread of Life, the Living and Lifegiving Bread who has come down from Heaven to make us sons of God 
and take us back with Him.  
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Prayer for Our Friends 
 

O most merciful Jesus, I commend all those who have asked my prayers to Thy eternal love, under the 
guidance of which Thou didst come down to save them. And in union with the love wherewith Thou 
didst commend Thy Spirit to Thy Father, I commend them all to Thy Sacred Heart, I enclose them all 

therein, and I offer It to Thee in union with that love wherewith Thou didst take to Thyself that Heart 
for their salvation, beseeching Thee to take from Its infinite treasures wherewith to bless those for 

whom I pray. Amen. 
 – St. Gertrude 

 
“Blessed Queen of Heaven! Help me that I may console the wounded Heart of Christ our King, and 

promote His interests throughout the world. My Jesus, mercy! Thy kingdom come!” 
 

Prayer for Conversion of Sinners 
 

O Lord Jesus, most merciful Savior of the world, we beg and beseech Thee, through Thy most Sacred 
Heart, that all wandering sheep may return to Thee, the Shepherd and Bishop of their souls. Who 

livest and reignest with God the Father and the Holy Ghost, God forever and ever. Amen.  
300 days Indulgence 

 

An Ancient Controversy: Tares and Wheat 
 

The violence of the author of the “Refutation of all Heresies,” St. Hippolytus, was elicited by the ease 
with which sinners were pardoned by Callixtus.  The Pope may have seen that the borders of the 

Church were extending.  If. She were to be, as she said she was, the Ark of Noah, containing clean and 
unclean beasts, or the field full of tares as well as wheat, then it was impossible any longer to 

maintain the severity of discipline which had been observed in the primitive Church. If the Catholic 
Church must remain a collection of saints on earth, then she could only be a small community. If, on 
the other hand, she was to embrace all the sons of Adam, then she must relax her austere discipline 
to meet the needs of the feeble and the fallen.  Callixtus adopted the true view of the vocation of the 

Church, but his doing so aroused the opposition of a Puritan party, the most advanced members of 
which took refuge in Montanism. 

-S. Barring-Gould 
 


