
 

 
 

Upcoming Mass Details: 
To Be Announced for January 2022 

 
Contact information:  

Fr. Stephen McKenna:  email: fr.stephenmckenna@protonmail.com cell: 978-764-6599 
Coordinator:  email: coordinator@olosorrows.org  cell: 512-827-8776 

website: www.olosorrows.org twitter: @OLOSTexas 
 

Note From Father 
Dear Faithful,  
 
Well, the hope of being able to make it to Texas for this weekend proved to be a bit ambitious, as Fr. 
McGuire continues to recover from his nasty flu.  He is doing quite well in his recovery; however, he is 
not quite to the point where he can assume all his former duties yet.  So, I find myself at our church, St. 
Hugh of Lincoln, in Milwaukee, in his place.  Hopefully, I will be able to make it down to the Lone Star 
State, as well as back to the Northern Missions, in the near future.  We are just trying to be careful to 
not over tax Fr. McGuire and set him back in his healing, so we are patient together.  I will be sure to 
keep you updated as our schedule develops and becomes clearer.   
 
For the feast of the Epiphany this past week, we had the happy occasion of ordaining our four 
seminarians to the Deaconate, the last step before they become priests.  It was a beautiful, if a bit chilly, 
day for the occasion and the ceremony and subsequent parish dinner were well attended.  A truly happy 
occasion, as two sons of St. Gertrude and two adopted Gertrudian sons, via Nigeria, received the 
beginnings of the Sacrament of Holy Orders.  Once the feast had concluded and most had departed, a 
light snow began to fall and coat the ground.  It was only a dusting, but it was very pretty and greatly 
excited the Nigerians, who had prayed for such an occurrence.  The four seminarians, or as they are 
sometimes playfully referred to, The Four Horsemen of the Apocalypse, happily donned their coats and 
went out to the grotto so that they could capture some wintery pictures.   
 
With our ceremonies and celebrations concluded, I headed north to Milwaukee on Friday.  Before I 
return Monday, I make one little mission stop Sunday evening to St. Joseph of Arimathea mission, in 
Northern Wisconsin.  The low temperatures are predicted to be 18 below zero…for some reason, the 
Nigerians weren’t as eager to experience this as they were for the light snowfall…I wonder why. 
 
In Christ,  
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                   
Fr. McKenna 
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**Calendars** 
 

The calendars for 2022 have arrived at St. Gertrude’s.  If you would like to purchase a calendar, you can 
go to sggresources.org or call or email our office at St. Gertrude’s.   

 

Let Us Sing 
 

Let us sing a song of Christmas 
With candles burning bright; 
Holly wreaths and ribbons, 

Yule log’s leaping light. 
 

Sing a song of homing hearts, 
With gifts for you and me, 

Of bursting goose and apples red – 
A little tinseled tree. 

 
Sing a song of friends afar 

You loved throughout the year, 
Sing happily of distance bridged; 

In spirit hold them near. 
 

Sing a song of Bethlehem, 
A tiny straw-filled bed, 

That Mary’s hands made, lovingly, 
For Jesus’ little Head. 

 
Sing a song so tenderly 
Of Mother and of Maid 

Who on a midnight long ago 
An ancient law obeyed. 

 
Sing a song of Joseph, mild, 
Who o’er the cradle hung 

In adoration of a Child, 
While Christmas angels sung. 

 
Sing a song of Love Sublime 

Writ on a Baby face. 
Oh Mary, Joseph, Jesus dear, 
Fill us with Christmas Grace. 

 
Oh! sing a Christmas song, Lord, 

That some day I may be 
As filled with love for You, Lord, 
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As You were filled for me. 
 
 

A Good Christmas Time Meditation Before Mass or Holy 
Communion Prayer 

 
O heavenly Father, see my poor heart open to welcome you, touched by your divine grace. Drive from 
my heart the evil one, for of myself I am unable to do so. O lovely Infant Jesus, you will abide with me 
once more. O that I might prepare for you an agreeable dwelling place in my heart, Jesus. Almighty 
Savior, come to my aid! Dearest Jesus, wash me with the tears which my sins draw from your sweet 
eyes. Bless me, hands of my infant Savior! Lips of my Jesus, open to me and say, “Your sins are 
forgiven.” May Your love remain in my heart, dear Jesus! My sins have put you to death. Be born again 
in me. Bless me and give me simplicity of heart, humility and obedience.  

– Venerable John Neumann 
 

Seven Remedies for Domestic Peace 
 

1. A little more silent, cheerful patience with all at home. 
2. A little more humility when thinking of one’s self. 

3. A little more common sense in taking others as you find them. 
4. A little more firmness, in perseverance in the task assigned you. 

5. A little more prudence in minding one’s own business. 
6. A little more fortitude in bearing one’s crosses. 

7. A little more love for sacrifice and prayer. 
 

 
Act of Consecration to the Holy Family 

O Jesus, our most loving Redeemer!  Thou didst come to enlighten the world with Thy teaching and 
example, and didst will to pass the greater part of Thy life humble and subject to Mary and Joseph in 

the poor home of Nazareth.  Thus, Thou didst sanctify the Family that was to be an example for all 
Christian families.  Graciously receive our family which is dedicated and consecrated to Thee this day.  
Do Thou protect it; guard it and establish it in holy fear, in peace and in harmony of Christian charity.  
By conforming ourselves to the divine model of Thy Family, may we all, without exception, attain to 

eternal happiness. 
 

Mary, Mother of Jesus and our Mother!  By thy merciful intercession, make this, our humble offering, 
acceptable to Jesus, and obtain for us His graces and blessings. 

 
O St. Joseph, most holy guardian of Jesus and Mary!  Assist us by thy prayers in all our spiritual and 
temporal needs, so that we may be enabled to praise our Divine Savior, Jesus.  Together with Mary 

and thee, for all eternity. 
 

Our Father, Hail Mary, Glory Be (Three times) 
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Indulgence: 500 Days 
 

Prayer in Honor of the Holy Family 
 

Grant us, O Lord Jesus, faithfully to imitate the examples of Thy Holy Family, so that in the hour of our 
death, in the company of Thy glorious Virgin Mother and St. Joseph, we may deserve to be received 

by Thee into eternal tabernacles. 
Indulgence of 200 days, once a day 

 

Prayer for Our Family 
 

O God of goodness and mercy! We commend our family and all that is ours to Thy fatherly protection; 
we confide all to Thy love.  Do Thou fill our house with Thy blessings, even as Thou didst fill the holy 

house of Nazareth with Thy presence.  Before all else, keep sin far from it.  Do Thou alone reign by Thy 
law, by Thy most holy love and by the exercise of every Christian virtue.  Let each one of us obey Thee, 

love Thee, and study how to copy in his own life Thine example, that of Mary, Thy Mother and our 
Mother most loving, and that of Thy blameless guardian, St. Joseph. 

 
Keep far from us and our house all evils and misfortunes but grant that we may be ever resigned to 

Thy divine will, even in the sorrows which Thou shalt be pleased to send to us.  Finally, grant unto us 
all grace to live in perfect harmony and in the fullness of charity toward our neighbor.  Grant that 

every one of us may deserve, by a holy life, the comfort of Thy Holy Sacraments at the hour of death.  
O Jesus!  Bless and protect us. 

 


