
 

 
 

 
Upcoming Mass Details: 

Sunday, May 15, 2022 
Mass – 6:00pm, Confession – 5:30pm 

Location:  To Be Announced 
 

Contact information:  
Fr. Stephen McKenna:  email: fr.stephenmckenna@protonmail.com cell: 978-764-6599 

Coordinator:  email: coordinator@olosorrows.org  cell: 512-827-8776 
website: www.olosorrows.org twitter: @OLOSTexas 

 
Dear Faithful, 
 
My long Easter journey continues, as I have arrived in Dallas for Low Sunday weekend.  Each day this past week, I 
was in a different city to bring Eastertide sacraments to all our missions.  It started with very early morning flights 
to North Dakota.  Somewhat surprisingly, I arrived to find that the vestments were not the only things which 
switched to white for Easter.  Instead, the whole landscape of this Northern outpost was covered in fresh layers of 
snow.  It wasn’t the fact that it snowed late in April that was surprising. (This is not uncommon up there).  What 
was surprising, was just how much snow they had received.  Grand Forks had received in the previous days between 
7-11 inches of new snow, while Minot, ND received between three and four FEET of snow in the matter of a few 
days.  By the time I arrived, the melt had begun, but it still had a way to go before bare ground would be found 
again.  At least, for the people of Minot and western North Dakota, the snow brought an end to the drought which 
they had been suffering through.  Once the snow melts, the farmers will find moist and receptive soil for planting, 
rather than the harsh, dry, barren ground they had been expecting. 
 
After a few days in the north country, I headed south to Texas, where I was immediately met by warm and very 
humid air….so glad I had to lug around a heavy winter coat.  However, the missions of the south proceed with many 
happy and devoted people exchanging their Easter greetings and eager to receive the Sacraments.  Austin and then 
El Paso were fruitful trips and now I arrive for the last of the missions this week in Dallas before returning home on 
Sunday evening, for the first time in two and a half weeks. 
 
But there will be little rest for the wicked (myself).  Preparations are already underway for the upcoming priestly 
ordinations, which are to take place on May 4th.  The four deacons are currently on their retreat before the 
ordination.  When I arrive, I will shift gears from Holy Week and Easter to studying and practicing rubrics for the 
Ordination ceremonies and helping with whatever odds and ends of preparation needs to be made.  Please pray for 
these young men who will soon be raised up to the altar.   
 
In Christ, 
 
Fr. McKenna 
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Paschal Time Devotions 

 
Jesus, after Your burial Your enemies sealed the door of Your tomb and set the guards rejoicing that they had 

conquered You at last.  But, by Your own divine power You rise, as You promised, a glorious Victor.  The 
earthquakes as You come forth from the tomb, and the guards tremble with fear.  Your body now shines like the 
sun.  The wounds of Your hands and feet sparkle like precious jewels.  Death is conquered, its victory is broken.  

You triumph not for Yourself alone, but that I too may triumph over the grave.  Your Resurrection strengthens my 
hope in another and a better life after death, an eternity of happiness.  I firmly hope that You will keep Your 

promise to me and raise me up glorified.  Through Your Resurrection make my body like Your own in glory and let 
me dwell with You in heaven. 

********** 
     Jesus, I believe that in Your Resurrection Your body is glorified by being united again to Your glorified soul.  You 
rise triumphantly by Your own power.  Your body takes on spiritual qualities: immortality, beauty, freedom, and 

the power to move about swiftly and unhindered.  The Divinity shines forth through Your glorified body, and 
floods of joy pour into Your soul and Sacred Heart.  How graciously You appear to Your friends to make them 

share in the joy of Your victory.  Your Resurrection is the crown of Your life and work as God-Man because it is 
Your glorification.  This is the beginning of the glorious life that was due to You as the Son of God.  Your 

Resurrection was also the reward of Your life of suffering.  I adore Your Sacred Humanity which received this 
eternal kingdom of power, joy and glory.  I rejoice with You, Master, glorious, immortal, and all-powerful! 

********** 
     Jesus, the strongest proof of Your Divinity is Your Resurrection.  If You are the Son of God, Your teaching must 

be true, and the Church which You founded is the Church of the living God.  Its sacraments afford us the means of 
salvation by imparting divine grace.  Thy mystery of Your Resurrection is holy because in it You are detached from 
every creature and completely obedient to God.  In You there is freedom, light, strength, beauty, life.  Your Divine 
life is the model of mine, and You have merited for me the grace of living for God.  May I rise with You spiritually 

and live a life free from sin.  Help me to do God’s Will, and to be patient in suffering.  Through the sacraments 
may my soul be enriched ever more with sanctifying grace.  Thus, may Your life grow in my soul that You may live 

in me. 
 
 

Priestly Vocation 
 

A Babe on the breast of his mother 
Reclines in the valley of love, 
And smiles like a beautiful lily 

Caressed by the rays from above. 
 

A Child at the knee of his mother 
Who is counting her decades of prayer, 

Discovers the cross of her chaplet, 
And kisses the Sufferer there. 

 
A Boy with a rosary kneeling 
Alone in the temple of God, 

And begging the wonderful favor 
To walk where the Crucified trod. 
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A Student alone in his study, 

With pallid and innocent face; 
He raises his head from the pages 
And lists to the murmur of grace. 

 
A Cleric with mortified features,  

Studious, humble, and still, 
In every motion a meaning, 

In every action a will. 
 

A Man at the foot of the altar— 
A Christ at the foot of the cross, 

Where every loss is a profit, 
And every gain is a loss. 

 
A Deified Man on a mountain, 
His arms uplifted and spread— 
With one he is raising the living, 
With one he is loosing the dead. 

 
– Rev. D. B. Collins 

 
 

Easter Meditation: The Grace of Resurrection 
 

The sacrament of penance is the gift of the risen Christ to His Church. St. Jerome calls it a “second plank 
after our shipwreck,” and Tertullian refers to it as “an arduous baptism.” …Christ, knowing the weakness 
and the wickedness of men, approaches His Church on Easter night and provides her with yet another 
means for the remission of sin, for the healing of the wounds caused by sin, and for strengthening us 
against sin. He gives us the sacrament of forgiveness, of mercy, of reconciliation, a means whereby we 
may regain peace with God and with ourselves. “Peace be to you.” This holy sacrament is His Easter 
greeting to His apostles, to His Church, and to us. He thus provides a new proof of His love and solicitude 
for us. He wishes to enrich us with grace and grant us forgiveness, even when we have been unfaithful.  
 
We acknowledge with gratitude and faith the precious Easter gift which the Lord has given us in the 
sacrament of penance. …Since the Lord receives us in the sacrament of His mercy with so much love and 
solicitude, it is fitting that we respond to His advances with a like generosity. Knowing the importance and 
the efficacy of this sacrament, we should be eager to use it for the salvation of our soul and the enrichment 
of our spiritual life 

 
– Dom Benedict Baur 
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Regina Caeli 
 

O Queen of heaven, rejoice, Alleluia. 
 

For He Whom thou didst merit to bear, Alleluia. 
 

Hath risen as He said, Alleluia. 
 

Pray for us to God, Alleluia. 
 

V. Rejoice and be glad, O Virgin Mary! Alleluia. 
 

R. Because the Lord is truly risen, Alleluia. 
 

Let us pray 
 

O God, Who by the resurrection of Thy Son, Our Lord Jesus Christ, hast vouchsafed to make glad the 
whole world, grant, we beseech Thee, that, through the intercession of the Virgin Mary, His mother, we 

may lay hold of the joys of eternal life. Through the same Christ our Lord. Amen 
 


