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Note From Father 

 
Dear Faithful,  
 
I have returned up to Milwaukee for this weekend.  It has actually been quite a while, (since Laetare Sunday), 
since I have visited the faithful up at St. Hugh of Lincoln.  It is what happens during the very busy times of the 
year…our schedules get shifted around and we must, at times, be creative to get everyone the sacraments.  
Even in the normal times, our schedules can be hectic, but the busy seasons make them even more so…and 
none is busier that Holy Week and Easter.  A good reminder to pray for more good and holy priests. 
 
Speaking of future priests, we were visited by our four seminarians during their Easter break (two from 
Cincinnati and two from Nigeria).  They seemed to be no worse for wear after their exams and always are a 
pleasure.  One of them, Thomas Simpson, even got a one-day extension for his break in order that he be able 
to serve as the sub-deacon for his younger brother, Joseph’s, wedding.  The Simpson family is a very talented 
and devoted one.  Joseph’s wedding would see his parents and sisters singing in the choir, his younger 
brother’s serving, and his older brother as a sacred minister.  If he had waited a couple more years for Thomas 
to be ordained, the rest of us could have sat back and just watched an all-Simpson wedding…. maybe someday. 
 
This wedding kicks off a very busy nuptial season for Fr. McGuire.  He was the priest officiating at this wedding, 
he has another in two weeks, and is preparing two more couples in his missions, as well.  It is always a joy to 
see the Church continue to grow, despite the trials She labors under these days.   
 
Speaking of the trials of the Church, this week provides us a very important feast day… the Solemnity of St. 
Joseph, during which, we celebrate his patronage over the Universal Church.  As we stare down the barrel of 
potentially difficult trials from a godless world and a One World Order which betrays the masses by continued 
Covid lies, it is as important as ever for us to pray to our Patron to intercede and protect us. I have provided 
some nice prayers below in the bulletin for this end.   
 
In Christ, Fr. McKenna 
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The Greater Litanies Procession 
      

The question naturally presents itself, why did St. Gregory choose the 25th of April for a Procession and 
Station, in which everything reminds us of compunction and penance, and which would seem so out of 

keeping with the joyous Season of Easter? The first to give a satisfactory answer to this difficulty, was Canon 
Moretti, a learned Liturgist of last century. In a dissertation of great erudition, he proves that in the 5th, and 
probably even in the 4th, century, the 25th of April was observed at Rome as a day of great solemnity. The 

Faithful went, on that day, to the Basilica of St. Peter, in order to celebrate the anniversary of the first entrance 
of the Prince of the Apostles into Rome, upon which he thus conferred the inalienable privilege of being the 
Capital of Christendom. It is from that day that we count the twenty-five years, two months and some days 
that St. Peter reigned as Bishop of Rome. The Sacramentary of St. Leo gives us the Mass of this Solemnity, 

which afterwards ceased to be kept. St. Gregory, to whom we are mainly indebted for the arrangement of the 
Roman Liturgy, was anxious to perpetuate the memory of a day, which gave to Rome her grandest glory. He, 

therefore, ordained that the Church of St. Peter should be the Station of the Great Litany, which was always to 
be celebrated on that auspicious day. The 25th of April comes so frequently during the Octave of Easter, that it 

could not be kept as a Feast, properly so called, in honor of St. Peter's entrance into Rome; St. Gregory, 
therefore, adopted the only means left of commemorating the great event. 

     But there was a striking contrast resulting from this institution, of which the holy Pontiff was fully aware, 
but which he could not avoid : it was the contrast between the joys of Paschal Time, and the penitential 

sentiments wherewith the Faithful should assist at the Procession and Station of the Great Litany. Laden as we 
are with the manifold graces of this holy Season, and elated with our Paschal joys, we must sober our gladness 
by reflecting on the motives which led the Church to cast this hour of shadow over our Easter sunshine. After 

all, we are sinners, with much to be sorry for, and much to fear; we have to avert those scourges which are due 
to the crimes of mankind; we have, by humbling ourselves and invoking the intercession of the Mother of God 
and the Saints, to obtain the health of our bodies, and the preservation of the fruits of the earth; we have to 
offer atonement to Divine justice for our own and the world's pride, sinful indulgences, and insubordination. 
Let us enter into ourselves, and humbly confess that our own share in exciting God's indignation is great; and 
our poor prayers, united with those of our holy Mother the Church, will obtain mercy for the guilty, and for 

ourselves who are of the number. 
     A day, then, like this, of reparation to God's offended Majesty, would naturally suggest the necessity of 

joining some exterior penance to the interior dispositions of contrition which filled the hearts of Christians. 
Abstinence from flesh meat has always been observed, on this day, at Rome; and when the Roman Liturgy was 

established in France, by Pepin and Charlemagne, the Great Litany of the 25th of April was, of course, 
celebrated, and the Abstinence kept, by the Faithful of that country. A Council of Aix-la-Chapelle, in 836, 

enjoined the additional obligation of resting from servile work on this day: the same enactment is found in the 
Capitularia of Charles the Bald. As regards Fasting, properly so called, being contrary to the spirit of Paschal 
Time, it would seem never to have been observed on this day, at least not generally. Amalarius, who lived in 

the 9th Century, asserts that it was not then practiced even in Rome. 
 

Novena to St. Joseph for His Solemnity 
(May be said for 30 days or a 9-day novena) 

 
O Glorious Saint Joseph, faithful follower of Jesus Christ, to thee do we raise our hearts and hands, to implore 

thy powerful intercession in obtaining from the benign Heart of Jesus all the helps and graces necessary for our 
spiritual and temporal welfare, particularly the grace of a happy death, and the favor we now implore  

(Add your petition here) 
O Glorious St. Joseph! Through the love thou bearest to Jesus Christ and for the glory of His name, hear our 

prayers and obtain our petitions. Jesus, Mary and Joseph, assist us!   
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Indulgenced Prayers in honor of St. Joseph  
Grant, O holy Joseph, that, ever secure under thy protection, we may pass our lives without sin.  

(Indulgence of 300 days.) 
 

St. Joseph, foster-father of our Lord Jesus Christ, and true spouse of Mary ever Virgin, pray for us.  
(Indulgence of 300 days.) 

 
St. Joseph, model and patron of those who love the Sacred Heart of Jesus, pray for us.  

(Indulgence of 300 days.) 
 

Prayer to St. Joseph 
 

O glorious St. Joseph! Father and Protector of the Faithful! we bless our Mother the Church, for that she, now 
that the world is drawing to the close of its existence, has taught us to confide in thee. 

 
Many ages passed away, and thy glories had not been made known to the world; but even then, thou wast one 

of mankind's most powerful intercessors. Most affectionately didst thou fulfil thy office as head of the great 
human family, whereof the Incarnate Word was a member. Nations and individuals experienced the benefit of 

thy prayers; but there was not the public acknowledgment of thy favors, there was not the homage of 
gratitude, which is now offered to thee. The more perfect knowledge of thy glories, and, the honoring thee as 

the Protector of mankind, these were reserved for our own unhappy times, when the state of the world is such 
as to require help beyond that which was granted to former ages. We come before thee, O Joseph! to honor 

the unlimited power of thine intercession, and the love thou bearest for all the children of the Church, the 
Brethren of Jesus. 

 
Thou, O Mary! art pleased at seeing us honor him, whom thou didst so tenderly love. Never are our prayers so 

welcome to thee, as when they are presented to thee by his hands. The union, formed by heaven between 
thyself and Joseph, will last for all eternity; and the unbounded love thou hast for Jesus is an additional motive 

for thee to love him who was the Foster-father of thy Child, and the Guardian of thy Virginity. O Joseph! we 
also are the children of Mary, thy Spouse; treat us as such, bless us, watch over us, and receive the prayers 

which now more than ever, the Church encourages us to present to thee. 
 

Thou art "the pillar of the world,"--columen mundi; thou art one of the foundations whereon it rests; because 
of thy merits and prayers, our Lord has patience with it, in spite of the iniquities which defile it. How truly may 
we say of these our times: There is now no saint; truths are decayed from among the children of men (Ps. xi. 
2)! How powerful then, must not thine intercession be, to avert the indignation of God, and induce Him to 

show us His mercy! Grow not weary of thy labor, O thou universal Protector! The Church of thy Jesus comes 
before thee, on this day, beseeching thee to persevere in thy task of love. See this world of ours, now it is 

become one great volcano of danger by the boasted liberty granted to sin and heresy! Delay not thine aid, but 
quickly procure for us what will give us security and peace. 

 
Whatever may be our necessities, thou art willing and able to assist us. We may be the poorest and last among 

the children of the Church; it matters not; thou lovest us with all the affectionate compassion of a Father. 
What a joy is not this to our hearts, O Joseph! We will therefore turn to thee in our spiritual wants. We will beg 

thee to assist us in the gaining the virtues we stand in need of, in the battles we have to fight against the 
enemies of our souls, and in the sacrifices which duty asks at our hands. Make us worthy to be called thy 

Children, O thou Father of the Faithful! Nor is thy power limited to what regards our eternal welfare; daily 
experience shows us how readily thou canst procure for us the blessing of God upon our temporal interests, 
provided they are in accordance with His divine will. Hence it is, that we hope for thy protection and aid in 

what concerns our worldly prospects. The house of Nazareth was confided to thy care; deign to give counsel 
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and help to all them that make thee the Patron of all that regards their earthly well-being. 
 

Glorious Guardian of the Holy Family! the family of Christendom is placed under thy special Patronage; watch 
over it in these troubled times. Hear the prayers of them that seek thine aid, when about to choose the 

partner who is to share with them the joys and the sorrows of this world and help them to prepare for their 
passage to eternity. Maintain between husbands and wives that mutual respect, which is the safeguard of their 
fidelity to each other. Obtain for them the pledge of heaven's blessings. Fill them with such reverence for the 

holy state to which they have been called, that they may never deserve the reproach given by St. Paul to 
certain married people of that day, whom he compares to heathens, who know not God (Thess. iv. 5). 

 
Grant us, also, O Joseph, another favor. There is one moment of our lives, which is the most important of all, 

since eternity depends upon it: it is the moment of our Death. And yet we feel our fear abated by the thought, 
that God's mercy has made thee the special Patron of the Dying. Thou hast been entrusted with the office of 
making Death happy and holy to those who invoke thee. To whom could such a prerogative have been given 
more appropriately than to thee, O Joseph! whose admirable death was one of the sublimest spectacles ever 
witnessed by Angels or by men, for Jesus and Mary were by thy side, as thou didst breathe forth thy soul. Be, 
then, our helper at that awful hour of our Death. We hope to have Mary's protection, for we daily pray to her 
that she would aid us at the hour of our Death; but we know that Mary is pleased at our having confidence in 
thee, and that where thou art, she also is sure to be. Encouraged by thy fatherly love, O Joseph! we will calmly 
await the coming of our last hour; for if we are careful in recommending it to thee, thou wilt not fail to take it 

under thy protection. 
 


