
 

 
 

 
Upcoming Mass Details: 

 
Date/Time 

Sunday, September 4, 2022 – Confession 5:30pm, Mass 6:00pm 
Sunday, October 2, 2022 – Confession 5:30pm, Mass 6:00pm 

 
Location: 

The Austin Venue - 18619 Hamilton Pool Rd, Austin, TX 78738 
 

Contact information:  
 

Fr. Stephen McKenna:  email: fr.stephenmckenna@protonmail.com cell: 978-764-6599 
Coordinator:  email: coordinator@olosorrows.org  cell: 512-827-8776 

website: www.olosorrows.org twitter: @OLOSTexas 
 
 
Dear Faithful,  
 
Bp. McGuire returned to St. Gertrude the Great after running a priest’s retreat out at Fr. Carlos Ercoli’s church in 
Seattle, WA.  There were many priests from all over the country who made the long journey out there to attend 
the retreat.  Among them was the young Fr. Anthony Bruegemann, who figured flying east to Newark, NJ was the 
quickest way to head from Cincinnati to Seattle.  Something tells me that such an itinerary was chosen based on 
economic impact rather than a geographical strategy.  We have all done it before, but it is still irresistible to gently 
poke fun at our young Father. 
 
Speaking of long itinerary’s, I have already driven over 2,200 miles for this trip, and I am not done yet.  People 
often ask how I manage to pass the time when on a long drive.  The secret is listening to audiobooks.  They are 
enjoyable, engaging, and sometimes even improving.  By keeping the mind engaged in a way that it is painting its 
own pictures of a story while it is being read not only helps to pass the time but helps to keep me awake too.   
 
While it was a busy trip up to the northern missions, the weather was beautiful.  This time of year is always so 
pleasant, especially the further north one travels.  The days are filled with pleasant warm sunshine, while the 
evenings are nice and cool.  The fields are filled with tall crops of corn and sunflower.  The deer move freely before 
hunting begins in the fall (although in Park Falls, we could hear a pack of coyotes nearby having their own deer 
hunt).  It is all makes a beautiful sight. 
 
There is one hitch, however…. road construction.  Huge swaths of roadways are shut down or reduced to a single 
lane as road crews try to get their work done before the snow comes.  There was so much construction that my 
drive from Park Falls, WI to Grand Forks, ND had at least an hour added to it.  Every leg of my journey was plagued 
by addition travel time and lines of the ubiquitous traffic cones. 
 



 

Sunday, September 4th, 2022 2 

Tomorrow, after the two Masses here in Milwaukee, I will set out on my last leg of this long road trip, returning 
to St. Gertrude the Great.  Doubtless, there will be more cones to dodge… but it hopefully all will provide a leisurely 
last leg to the long mission run. 
 
In Christ,  
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                   
Fr. McKenna 

Set Your Missal: Pentecost XII, Second Collect of Our Lady and All The Saints, Trinity Preface. 

Sharing Christ’s Authority of Mercy with Mary 
 

Our Lady’s spirit is the same as that of her Son; she is all inclined to mercy. As she said to Saint Bridget, she is 
called the Mother of Mercy, and it was by God’s own mercy that she was made so merciful and kind. That is why 
Saint John saw her clothed with the sun: And a great sign appeared in heaven: a woman clothed with the sun 
(Apoc 12:1). This passage inspired Saint Bernard to turn to her and say: “You, O Mary, have clothed the sun, that 
is, the Eternal Word, with human flesh. But He has clothed you with his power and mercy.” 
 
Our Queen is so merciful and kind, continued Saint Bernard, that when a sinner, regardless of his condition, 
recommends himself to her, she does not question his merits, or whether he is worthy or unworthy to receive her 
attention; she hears and helps everybody... 
 
Saint Anslem says: “At times we are saved more quickly by invoking Mary’s name than by invoking the name of 
Jesus.” On this subject, Hugh of Saint Victor exhorts us, saying that “though our sins may cause us to be afraid of 
approaching Almighty God, because it is His infinite majesty that we have offended, we must never be afraid of 
going to Mary, for in her we shall find nothing to terrify us. She is truly holy, immaculate, the queen of the world 
and Mother of God; but she is also of our flesh, and, like us, a child of Adam.” 
 
Finally, says Saint Bernard, everything that pertains to Mary is filled with mercy and grace. Why? Because, as 
Mother of Mercy, she has become all things to all men. Because, by her abundant charity, she has made herself a 
debtor to the devout and to sinners and opens her compassionate heart to all, that all may receive from her 
fullness. Just as the devil, according to Saint Peter goes about seeking someone to devour (1 Pt 5:8), so, according 
to Bernadine de Bustis, Mary goes about seeking to impart life and to save whom she can. 

 
– St. Alphonsus de Liguori 

 
St. Alphonsus de Liguori (†1787), a bishop, founded the Redemptorists. He is a Doctor of the Church 

 
 

Our Lady of Czestochowa 
 

Blind Bartimaeus at the gates 
Of Jericho in darkness waits; 

He hears the crowd—he hears a breath 
Say, “It is Christ of Nazareth!” 
And calls, in tones of agony, 

“Jesus, have mercy now on me!” 
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The thronging multitudes increase; 
Blind Bartimaeus, hold thy peace! 
But still, above the noisy crowd, 

The beggar’s cry is shrill and loud; 
Until they say, “He calleth thee!” 
“Fear not, arise, He calleth thee!” 

 
Then saith the Christ, as silent stands 

The crowd, “What wilt thou at My hands?” 
And he replies, “O give me light! 

Rabbi, restore the blind man’s sight!” 
And Jesus answers, “Go in peace, 

Thy faith from blindness gives  
release!” 

 
Ye that have eyes, yet cannot see, 

In darkness and in misery, 
Recall those mighty Voices Three, 
“Jesus, have mercy now on me!” 
Fear not, arise and go in peace! 
Thy faith from blindness gives  

release!” 
 

– Henry Wadsworth Longfellow 
 

Mother’s Prayer to St.Rose of Lima 
 

Saint Rose, devout Virgin, fragrant rose in the garden of God, sweetly blooming amid the thorns of distressing 
tribulation and severe mortification, white as snow in the immaculate innocence of your heart, glowing in the 

love of God that consumed you. Your devotedness to your parents was so great that you labored night and day 
to relieve their poverty, and most tenderly cared for them in their sickness.  

 
Most grateful, most humble daughter, have pity on me and my children. Teach me, by conduct truly Christian, to 
deserve the warmhearted gratitude of my children. Teach my children to appreciate my love and the numerous 
sacrifices that I cheerfully make for their sake; teach them to repay the same by filial love and obedience, and 
chiefly by fervent prayers for me. Bless me and my entire family. May our hearts be intimately united even in 

adversity. Let us not place our happiness in temporal prosperity, but rather in the hope of a future, eternal 
blessedness. Pray, likewise, O sainted patroness of America, for all Christian mothers in particular, that Christian 

life and sentiments may everywhere be awakened among them. May these sentiments spread far and wide, 
uniting all families into the one great family of God, in which Jesus Christ may live and rule with God the Father 

and the Holy Ghost. Amen. 
 


