
 

 
 

Upcoming Mass Details: 
December 5, 2021 

Mass – 6:00pm, Confession – 5:30pm 
Location To Be Announced 

 
Contact information:  

Fr. Stephen McKenna:  email: fr.stephenmckenna@protonmail.com cell: 978-764-6599 
Coordinator:  email: coordinator@olosorrows.org  cell: 512-827-8776 

website: www.olosorrows.org twitter: @OLOSTexas 
 

Note From Father 
Dear Faithful,  
 
I hope that you all had a very happy Thanksgiving, filled with many blessings.  We all found ourselves here in 
Cincinnati for this festive, albeit rainy, day.  While the seminarians all went to family celebrations, we priests went 
for our traditional dinner out for Thanksgiving.  Alas, our normal restaurant was closed for this day: siting a scarcity 
of turkeys and labor (Let’s Go Brandon).  Undaunted, we shifted our venue to a restaurant downtown.  However, 
upon arrival, we learned that they too had run out of turkey.  Oh well…The food was still pretty good, and the 
company was even better.  And in the end, us being able to spend time together is not always a common 
occurrence, especially with our busy travel schedules, so it was a great Thanksgiving. 
 
This Sunday, we begin the Advent Season.  Sadly, it is often the forgotten liturgical season…certainly forgotten by 
the world, who have been playing garbage Santa songs since Halloween, and sadly, even looked passed by some 
Catholics, who miss the opportunity for prayers and sacrifices in this penitential  season of preparation.  Yes, we 
do look ahead to the promised arrival of the Redeemer of man…a promise we already know is realized.  However, 
this spirit is combined with the combined spirit of looking ahead to the Second Coming of Christ, as well.  We 
prepare ourselves for finding ourselves before Almighty God for our judgment, both particular and general.  We 
remind ourselves that we long for being in the presence of Our Lord, not just for a little while, but for eternity.  
That, just as we would have loved to have been present there in the cave on the day of the Nativity, we yearn 
even more to find ourselves in the Heavenly Mansion of God.  The Advent season not only reminds us of this, but 
also aids us in getting closer to that goal by our sacrificial offerings, the straw laid in the crib before Christ, Himself. 
 
This Friday is the feast of St. Francis Xavier.  He is the patron of Catholic Missions…and if you are receiving this 
bulletin, you are part of one of our missions, so be sure to remember to pray to your Patron!! 
 
In Christ,  
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                   
Fr. McKenna 
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Blessing of the Advent Wreath 
(Recite on Saturday evening, Nov. 27) 

 
V.  Our help is in the name of the Lord. 

R.  Who made heaven and earth. 
 

Let us pray. 
 

O God, by Whose word all things are sanctified, 
pour forth Thy blessing upon this wreath, 

and grant that we who use it may prepare our hearts 
for the coming of Christ and may receive from Thee 

abundant graces.  Through Christ our Lord. 
R.  Amen. 

 
Let us pray. 

 
Stir up Thy might, we beg Thee, O Lord, and come, 

so that we may escape through Thy protection 
and be saved by Thy help from the dangers that threaten us because of our sins.  Who livest and 

reignest forever and ever. 
R.  Amen. 

 

Fr. Miguel Pro 
 

In 1926 Mexico was passing through a period of violent anti-Catholic repression. As a Jesuit novice, Fr. 
Miguel Pro had fled the country in 1914. Now he returned in disguise; to be identified as a priest would 
mean instant arrest. His mission was simple: to serve the Catholic people, strengthen their faith, 
celebrate the Sacraments, and elude arrest as long as possible.  
 
Making his way to the capital, Fr. Pro managed to evade several close calls. He spent his days hearing 
confessions, performing clandestine baptisms, and saying Mass. There were spies everywhere but also, 
it seemed, an inexhaustible supply of loyal Catholics prepared to undergo terrible risks to assist a priest 
on the run. 
 
Eventually he was captured and charged with participation in a plot against the government. President 
Calles personally ordered his execution. On the morning of November 23, 1927, he was taken to the 
police firing range, where a crowd of reporters had been summoned. After praying, Pro stood and held 
out his arms in the form of a cross. As the firing squad took aim, he called out, “Viva Cristo Rey!”—Long 
live Christ the King! 
 
The president had surely not reckoned on the power of martyrdom. Photographs of Fr. Pro’s execution 
became holy cards, eagerly distributed among the faithful. 
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“We ought to speak, shout out against injustices, with confidence and without fear. We proclaim the 
principles of the Church, the reign of love, without forgetting that it is also a reign of justice.”  

– Fr. Miguel Pro 

 
Last Word on Confidence 

      
 “Does our life become from day to day more painful, more oppressive, more replete with afflictions? 
Blessed be He a thousand times who desires it so. If life be harder, love makes it also stronger, and only 
this love, grounded on suffering, can carry the Cross of my Lord Jesus Christ. Love without egotism, 
without relying on self, but enkindling in the depth of the heart an ardent thirst to love and suffer for 
all those around us: a thirst that neither misfortune nor contempt can extinguish… I believe, O Lord; but 
strengthen my faith… Heart of Jesus, I love Thee; but increase my love. Heart of Jesus, I trust in Thee; 
but give greater vigor to my confidence. Heart of Jesus, I give my heart to Thee; but so enclose it in Thee 
that it may never be separated from Thee. Heart of Jesus, I am all Thine; but take care of my promise 
so that I may be able to put it in practice even unto the complete sacrifice of my life.”  

– Fr. Miguel Pro 
 

The First Sunday of Advent 
(From the St. Andrew’s Missal) 

 
At Christmas, Jesus will be born in our hearts, for at that time the anniversary of His birth will be 
celebrated.  He refuses nothing, to the prayer of the Church, His spouse, and thus He will grant to our 
souls the same graces which He gave the shepherds and the wise Kings.  
 
Christ will come again also, at the end of all time, to “condemn the guilty to the flames, and to call the 
just with a loving voice to heaven.” (Hymn for Matins) 
 
The whole of today’s mass is a preparation for this double Advent of mercy and justice.  Some part of it 
can be applied equally to either (e.g., the Introit, Collect, Gradual, Alleluia), while others refer to our 
Divine Redeemer’s lowly birth, and others again, (e.g., the Epistle and Gospel), to His coming in the 
splendour of His power and majesty.  The same welcome will be given to us by Our Lord when He comes 
to judge us, as we give to Him now when coming to redeem us.  Let us prepare for the Christmas feast 
by holy prayers and aspirations and by reforming our lives, that we may be ready for that last great 
assize upon which depends the fate of our soul for all eternity.  And all this with confidence, for those 
“who wait upon the Lord will never be confounded” (Introit, Gradual, Offertory) 
 
In former times, on this First Sunday of Advent, all the people of Rome made the station at the Basilica 
of St. Mary Major, to assist at the solemn mass which the Pope celebrated, surrounded by his clergy.  
This particular Church was chosen because it is Mary who gave us Jesus and because relics of the crib 
in which the Blessed Mother placed her Divine Child are preserved in this Church. 
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Novena Prayer to St. Francis Xavier 
 

O Great St. Francis, well beloved and full of charity, with thee I reverently adore the divine Majesty; 
and since I specially rejoice in the singular gifts of grace, bestowed on thee in life, and of glory after 

death, I give thanks to God, and beg of thee, with all the affections of my heart, that by thy powerful 
intercession thou mayest obtain for me above all things the grace to live a holy life and die a holy 

death. Moreover, I beg of thee to obtain for me (here insert some special spiritual or temporal favor). 
 

In asking this favor I am fully resigned to the divine will. I pray and desire only to obtain that which is 
most conducive to the greater glory of God and the greater good of my soul.  

 
V. Pray for us St Francis Xavier. 

R. That we may be made worthy of the promises of Christ. 
 

Let us pray:  
 

O God, Who didst vouchsafe, by the preaching and miracles of St Francis Xavier, to join unto Thy 
Church the nations of the Indies; grant, we beseech Thee, that we who reverence his glorious merits, 

may also imitate his example, through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.  
 

St. Andrew’s Novena 
 

Hail and blessed be the hour and the moment in which the Son of God was born of the Most Pure 
Virgin Mary, at midnight, in Bethlehem, in piercing cold. At that hour, vouchsafe, O my God! to hear 

my prayer and grant my petitions through the merits of Our Savior Jesus Christ and of His Blessed 
Mother. Amen. 

 
(Traditionally said 15 times a day from St. Andrew’s Day until Christmas.) 


