
 

 
 

 
Upcoming Mass Details: 

Date/Time:  Sunday, August 7, 2022 – Confession 5:30pm, Mass 6:00pm 
Location:  The Austin Venue - 18619 Hamilton Pool Rd, Austin, TX 78738 

 
Contact information:  

Fr. Stephen McKenna:  email: fr.stephenmckenna@protonmail.com cell: 978-764-6599 
Coordinator:  email: coordinator@olosorrows.org  cell: 512-827-8776 

website: www.olosorrows.org twitter: @OLOSTexas 
 
Dear Faithful,  
 
The weather is warm here in Ohio and the sky repeatedly threatens to open on us, though I think we have largely 
missed any thunderstorms thus far.  I am sure it is just a matter of time, however.  Such is often the way of 
summers in the Ohio River Valley.  It is hot and humid and then a huge thunderstorm comes and provides a visual 
spectacle…and if we are lucky, the arrival of a cold front.   
 
The Fathers Thomas have been sent out for the weekend to do a little mission work.  Fr. Thomas Okerulu is in 
Milwaukee for the first time.  He is the last of the four newly ordained priests to make his way to our northern 
chapel and will offer his first priestly blessing there after both Sunday Masses.  Fr. Thomas Simpson pops down 
for a quick Saturday/Sunday set of Masses in our Dallas mission.  He has visited that mission before, but he had 
the opportunity this time to perform his first Extreme Unction while he was down there.   
 
Both return home Sunday evening in order to be on hand to help out with next week’s annual boys’ camp.  This is 
always a great deal of fun for all the boys and dads who attend.  With the new priests, the plan was that they 
would start to handle more of the camp duties.  However, they might find themselves being in charge of the camp 
more than they had anticipated this year, as I have contracted some sort of bug which has been going around as 
of late.  Hopefully I will bounce back enough to join the fun, but if not, I have no doubt that between the three 
new priests…they can figure out how to play dodgeball with the kids, haha!! 
 
Bp. McGuire has largely bounced back from his own cold from last week.  You don’t usually expect to get a round 
of colds during the summertime, but here we are.   
 
I hope that you are all healthy and well.  These dog days of summer can be long ones. 
 
In Christ,  
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                   
Fr. McKenna 
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I Sat with Sorrow 
 

I sat with sorrow ’neath a blowing 
tree, 

And watched a fountain endless 
sprays unfurl, 

Full jeweled streamers twined 
with braids of pearl, 

That danced a wink upon a silver 
sea 

And blew in rainbow mists on him 
and me. 

The leaves above turned greener 
with each spray, 

And I perceived a Truth but could 
not say 

A word—then sorrow spoke the 
simile: 

“O Cross, thou art the fountain 
never dry, 

Thy sweet, sweet wood an altar, 
for ’twas laved 

With Blood of Him who deigned 
on thee to die; 

’Til to this day from that last dying 
sigh 

God’s faithful by thy cooling 
stream are saved 

From thirsting Hell to Heaven’s 
Feast on high.” 

-Fray Angelico Chavez 
 

St. Anne, Mother of the Blessed Virgin Mary 
 

Let us honor this great Saint, who has given life to Mary, a mother to Christ, a queen to the angels, a protectress 
to the just, a refuge to sinners, a comforter to the afflicted, and to all mankind, a mother full of mercy.  She 
causes repentance to be granted to sinners, perseverance to the just, health to the infirm, liberty to prisoners, 
and to all, the grace and mercy of God.  Let us then have recourse with confidence to her intercession and be 
assured that by so doing , we make ourselves most agreeable to Jesus and Mary. 
 
Let us beg of this great Saint to obtain for us the grace we stand in need of, to enable us to live holily in our 
state, and faithfully to fulfill all our duties. 
 
Parents should beg the grace to bring up their children well and to give them a pious and Christian education; 
and especially, to excite them to virtue, and instruct them in the practice of it by their good example, and by the 
regularity of their conduct. 
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Novena Prayer to St. Anne 
 

Glorious St. Anne, filled with compassion for those 
who invoke thee, and with love for those who suffer, 

heavily laden with the weight of many troubles, I 
cast myself at thy feet and humbly beg of thee to 

take the present affair which I recommend to thee, 
under thy special protection. 

Vouchsafe to recommend it to thy Daughter, 
the Blessed Virgin Mary, and lay it before the throne 

of Jesus, so that He may bring it to a happy issue. 
Cease not to intercede for me until my request is 
granted. Above all, obtain for me the grace of one 
day beholding my God face to face, and with thee 
and Mary and all the Saints, praising and blessing 

Him for all eternity. Amen. 
 

Good St. Anne, mother of Her who is our Life, 
our Sweetness and our Hope, pray to Her for us, 

and obtain our request. (3 times) 

 
St. Christopher  

 
 

In ancient tradition concerning St. Christophorus relates: He was born in the land of Canaan, and was named 
Reprobus, that is Reprobate, for he was a barbarous heathen. In stature and strength he was a giant. Thinking 
no one his like in bodily vigor, he resolved to go forth in search of the mightiest master and serve him. In his 
wanderings, he met with a king who was praised as the most valorous man on earth. To him he offered his 
services and was accepted. The king was proud of his giant and kept him near his person. One day a minstrel 
visited the king's castle, and among the ballads he sung before the court was one on the power of Satan. At the 
mention of this name the king blessed himself, making the sign of the cross. Reprobus, wondering, asked him 
why he did that. The king replied: "When I make this sign, Satan has no power over me." Reprobus rejoined: "So 
thou fearest the power of Satan? Then he is mightier than thou, and I shall seek and serve him."  
 
Setting forth to seek Satan, he came into a wilderness. One dark night he met a band of wild fellows riding 
through the forest. It was Satan and his escort. Reprobus bravely accosted him, saying he wished to serve him. 
He was accepted. But soon he was convinced that his new master was not the mightiest on earth. For one day, 
whilst approaching a crucifix by the wayside, Satan quickly took to flight, and Reprobus asked him for the 
reason. Satan replied: "That is the image of my greatest enemy, who conquered me on the cross. From him I 
always flee." When Reprobus heard this, he left the devil, and went in search of Christ.  
 
In his wanderings, he one day came to a hut hidden in the forest. At its door sat a venerable old man. Reprobus 
addressed him, and in the course of the conversation that ensued the old man told him that he was a hermit, 
and had left the world to serve Christ, the Lord of heaven and earth. "Thou art my man," cried Reprobus; "Christ 
is He whom I seek, for He is the strongest and the mightiest. Tell me where I can find Him." The hermit then 
began instructing the giant about God and the Redeemer, and concluded by saying: "He who would serve Christ 
must offer himself entirely to Him, and do and suffer everything for His sake. His reward for this will be immense 
and will last forever." Reprobus now asked the hermit to allow him to remain, and to continue to instruct him. 
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The hermit consented. When Reprobus was fully instructed, he baptized him. After his baptism, a great change 
came over the giant. No longer proud of his great size and strength, he became meek and humble, and asked 
the hermit to assign to him some task by which he might serve God, his master. "For," said he, "I can not pray 
and fast; therefore I must serve God in some other way." The hermit led him to a broad and swift river nearby, 
and said: "Here build thyself a hut, and when wanderers wish to cross the river, carry them over for the love of 
Christ." For there was no bridge across the river.  
 
Henceforth, day and night, whenever he was called, Reprobus faithfully performed the task assigned to him. 
One night he heard a child calling to be carried across the river. Quickly he rose, placed the child on his stout 
shoulder, took his staff and walked into the mighty current. Arrived in midstream, the water rose higher and 
higher, and the child became heavier and heavier. "O child," he cried, "how heavy thou art! It seems I bear the 
weight of the world on my shoulder." And the child replied, "Right thou art. Thou bearest not only the world, but 
the Creator of heaven and earth. I am Jesus Christ, thy King and Lord, and henceforth thou shalt be called 
Christophorus, that is, Christ-bearer. Arrived on yonder shore, plant thy staff in the ground, and in token of my 
power and might tomorrow it shall bear leaves and blossoms."  
 
And the child disappeared. On reaching the other shore, Christophorus stuck his staff into the ground, and 
behold, it budded forth leaves and blossoms. Then, kneeling, he promised the Lord to serve Him ever faithfully. 
He kept his promise, and thenceforth became a zealous preacher of the Gospel, converting many to the Faith. 
On his missionary peregrinations he came also to Lycia, where, after his first sermon, eighteen thousand 
heathens requested baptism. When Emperor Decius heard of this, he sent a company of four hundred soldiers 
to capture Christophorus. To these he preached so convincingly, that they all asked for baptism. Decius became 
enraged thereat and had him cast into prison. There he first treated him with great kindness, and surrounded 
him with every luxury to tempt him to sin, but in vain. Then he ordered him to be tortured in the most cruel 
manner, until he should deny the Faith. He was scourged, placed on plates of hot iron, boiling oil was poured 
over and fire was lighted under him. When all these torments did not accomplish their purpose, the soldiers 
were ordered to shoot him with arrows. This, too, having no effect, he was beheaded, on July 25th, 254. Two 
great saints refer to the wonderful achievements of St. Christophorus. St. Ambrose mentions that this saint 
converted forty-eight thousand souls to Christ. St. Vincent Ferrer declares, that when the plague devastated 
Valencia, its destructive course was stayed through the intercession of St. Christophorus. 
 
 


