
 

 
 

 
Upcoming Mass Details: 

Date/Time 
Sunday, August 7, 2022 – Confession 5:30pm, Mass 6:00pm 

Sunday, September 4, 2022 – Confession 5:30pm, Mass 6:00pm 
Sunday, October 2, 2022 – Confession 5:30pm, Mass 6:00pm 

Location: 
The Austin Venue - 18619 Hamilton Pool Rd, Austin, TX 78738 

 
Contact information:  

Fr. Stephen McKenna:  email: fr.stephenmckenna@protonmail.com cell: 978-764-6599 
Coordinator:  email: coordinator@olosorrows.org  cell: 512-827-8776 

website: www.olosorrows.org twitter: @OLOSTexas 
 
Dear Faithful,  
 
I write this note to you from my vacation in the United Kingdom… more specifically, from the mountains of 
Snowdonia National Park, in Wales.  It is some of the most beautiful terrain that I have ever seen in the world and 
the roads weave themselves up and down the mountains and hills and through the valleys.  Moreover, with the 
ocean a short drive away Wales combines my two favorite topological aspects in the world, often with the 
mountains literally ending in the sea.  Another added benefit is that it isn’t overrun by tourists… or even highly 
populated at all, unless you count the sheep. 
 
Sheep are everywhere and I can’t help thinking about how appropriate of an analogy it was for Our Lord to think 
of the people as sheep and Himself, and after His Apostles, as shepherd.  The sheep here are scattered all 
over…and not just in the fields, but on the road, by the lakes, and all up and down high mountain sides.  I have no 
idea how the shepherds are to gather them all together or keep track of them.  The only indications they even 
belong to a person is that they usually have some sort of colored spot painted on them and that occasionally there 
are boundaries of fence or rock wall marking some huge piece of land.  Like with Our Lord and His wayward sheep, 
I am sure the shepherds have their way… it’s just mystical to me. 
 
Fr. Simpson is on his first full journey of all the missions in Texas.  One state requires so much in the way of flights, 
cars, coordination, and time just to care for… and that is merely for a small portion.  It is big enough to have other 
Mass locations, as well.  Hopefully, it isn’t still 100+ degrees down there for him…however, this would complete 
the authentic Texas experience for him.  Meanwhile, Fr. Brueggemann has headed north to be with our Faithful 
in Milwaukee.  The young shepherds tending to our sheep far and wide.  
 
In Christ,  
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                   
Fr. McKenna 
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Mode of Assisting at Mass 

 
It is a common practice to limit our prayers to petition. This is a mistake. We owe God, first of all, adoration; 
secondly, gratitude. We can never thank Him sufficiently; though we were to employ eternity in so doing, for the 
innumerable gifts, material and spiritual, temporal and eternal, which He has bestowed upon us. Life, redemption, 
our Catholic faith, preservation from grave sin, the grace of conversion, health, relatives and friends—these are 
but a few of God’s gifts. Let us rejoice, therefore, to thank God by means of the Holy Mass. After adoration and 
thanksgiving comes atonement. Prostrate at the foot of Calvary’s cross, down which the most Precious Blood of 
Jesus Christ flows from His gaping wounds, we should beg pardon for our sins which have thus nailed Christ to the 
cross. Let us ask Him to pour His Precious Blood over our souls that they may be cleansed from their polluting 
stains. Prayer of petition should not be forgotten. In it we beg of God for the favors of which we stand in need. 

 

Act of Love of the Curé of Ars 
 

I love Thee, O my God.  
My only desire is to love Thee,  
until the last breath of my life. 

 
I love Thee, O infinitely loveable God, 

and I prefer to die loving Thee, 
rather than to live for an instant without Thee. 

 
I love Thee, O my God,  

and I desire only to go to Heaven,  
to have the happiness of loving Thee perfectly. 

 
I love Thee, O my God, 

and my only fear is to go to Hell, 
because one will never have the sweet 

solace of loving Thee there.  
 

O my God, if my tongue cannot say 
at all times that I love Thee, 

at least I want my heart to repeat it to Thee!  
as many times as I breathe. Ah! Do me the grace 

to suffer while loving Thee, 
to love Thee while suffering, 

and, that when I die: 
I not only will love Thee, 

but experience it in my heart. 
 

I beg Thee that: the closer I come to my final end, 
Thou wilt increase and perfect my love for Thee. Amen 
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Importance of God’s Law 
 

God here assures us that a nation which is faithful in observing the laws regarding the Divine Service shall be 
blessed above other nations. History is one long illustration of the truth of this promise. Of all the nations which 
have fallen, there is not one that has not brought the chastisement upon itself by its neglect of the Law of God. At 
times, the Almighty delays to strike; but it is only that a chastisement may be the more evident and produce a 
more salutary effect upon mankind. 
 
When we would know the future of a country, we need only observe how it comports itself with regard to the 
Laws of the Church.  If its own Laws are based on the principles and practices of Christianity, that country is sound 
in spite of certain weaknesses here and there; Revolutions may disturb its peace, but it will triumph over all. If the 
bulk of its people is faithful in the observance of external practices prescribed by the Church; for example, if they 
observe the Lord’s Day, and the holy Fast of Lent; there is a fund of morality in that country, which is sure to draw 
down upon it the blessings of heaven. 
 
Irreligious men will scoff at all this, and call it superstition, prejudice of weak minds, and out of date for an age of 
Progress like ours; but if their theories were to rule, and a country, which up to this time had been practically 
Catholic, were to seek progress by infringing the law of Christian Ritual, it would, in less than a hundred years, find 
that public and private morality had lost ground, and its own security would be menaced. Man may talk and write 
as he likes—God wishes to be served and honored by His people, and it is for Him to prescribe what are to be the 
forms of this service and adoration. Every injury offered to external Worship, which is the great social link, is an 
injury to the interests of mankind. Even were there not the word of God for it, it is but just that such a consequence 
should follow.  

– Dom Prosper Guéranger (d. 1875) 
 

Prayer to St. Lawrence 
 

O glorious Saint Lawrence, Martyr and Deacon, who, being subjected to the most bitter torments, didst not lose 
thy faith nor thy constancy in confessing Jesus Christ; obtain in like manner for us such an active and solid faith, 
that we shall never be ashamed to be true followers of Jesus Christ, and fervent Christians in word and in deed.  

Our Father, Hail Mary, Glory be.  
 

V. Pray for us, O holy Lawrence,  
R. That we may be made worthy of the promises of Christ.  

 
Let us pray: 

 
Grant, we beseech Thee, Almighty God, the grace to quench the flames of our wicked desires, who didst give 

unto blessed Lawrence power to be more than conqueror in his fiery torments. Through Christ our Lord. Amen.  
(An indulgence of 300 days, once a day. 1934) 

 


